The receptor for immunoglobulin E as a membrane protein.
Mast cells and related cells have a surface glycoprotein that avidly binds monomeric immunoglobulin E (IgE). This protein is more complex than originally thought, its analysis having been complicated by its lability in mild detergents. The properties of this receptor, especially with respect to its interaction with lipids and detergents, is reviewed and the implications for the study of other membrane protein systems are discussed.